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Sri Vijayadasa in one of his padas says

¢ B3 BUY Yo, RO Do KT

By the grace of the Lord and the Guru who made Him
dance to his tunes, I am able to achieve the object of
publishing sfiR=resg=fesr in full though it took two years
time for want of able and competent printers in Samskrit.

What is TATPARYA CANDRIKA ? It is the cream
and quintessence of the philosophical approach of Dwaita
Philosophy to the Brahmasutras and the last word on
Brahmasutra interpretation. The cream is churned {rom the
famous works of Sri Madhva’s Bhashya to the Brahmasutras
Anubhashya, Anuvyakhyana and Nyayavivarana and the
commentaries on them by his direct disciples Sri Trivikrama
Panditacharya, Sri Padmanabha Tirtha except Sri Jayatirtha
in their respective works T, G ATICATTS!, ACTIHIITH,
=1, and AT .

I am indebted to Madkvamunipriya Duvaitavedantharasagna
Dr. B. N. Krishnamurthy Sharma, M.A., D.Litt. Coimbatore
for his scholarly introduction to this volume and also for
permitting me to append to the III volume the syfo=u-
Fanrfessr (fRdtarara gaaagwrar) written by his great grand-
father Sri Kochi Rangappacharya (1810-91), the eminent
scholar and Vidwan in the court of the ruler of Cochin.

wETTEdid® ¥ ArE
aREfaEET R |
gUET AT GEEHERT-
9 Mgty wera @&l |l
Vijayadashami

H. Raghavendra Ra
HESEd ;
27-10-1982 Hare Paahi Prakashan






INTRODUCTION

TATPARYA CANDRIKA is a top-ranking critical and
comparative study of the Brahmasutras, as interpreted by
the founder of Dvaita Philosophy in Vedanta viz. Sri
Madhvacharya, in his three important works on the Sutras
the Sutrabhashya, Anupyakhyana and Nyayavivarana and their
commentaries by Jayatirtha as well as some still earlier
commentaries such as those of Trivikrama Pandita and
Padmanabha Tirtha. It is not however confined to the
exposition of Madhva’s interpretation of the Sutras but
includes within its scope a complete and systematic exami-
nation and assessment of the performance of the two great
commentaries of Samkara and Ramanuja before Madhva
together with their further elucidation in the Bhamati and
Kalpataru glosses of the Samkara school and the Srufaprakasa
of the Ramanuja school.

The commentaries of Vacaspati Misra and Amala-
nanda only rarely take note of other interpretations of the
Sutras such as those of Bhaskara. The Srutaprakasa of
Sudarsana Suri on the Sribhashya of Ramanuja is the earliest
to subject the Sutrabhashyas of Samkara, Bhaskara and
Yadavaprakasa to close scrutiny and assessment. As the
Bhashyas of Bhaskara and Yadavaprakasa ceased to have
any living interest in course of time, the author of the
Tatparya Candrika, Sri Vyasatirtha (1460-1539), following
the example of Sudarsana Suri, made an even more daring bid
to systematically subject the interpretations of the Samkara
and Ramanuja schools, which were very much alive and
holding the field, to a minute, systematic and thorough-
going review in relation to the interpretations of his own
school of Madhva and sought to establish his firm convic-
tion and considered view that Madhva’s interpretation
alone represents correctly and faithfully the true and full
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intentions of the Sutrakara, in conformity with the spirit of
the Vedasastras and the accepted canons of Sastric exigesis,
Says Vyasatirtha at the commencement of his work :

afgs FHRRAS TEATEES |4 |

earaagal: grafagigd=g &
““ I shall demonstrate the consonance of the interpretations
of my school of thought with the spirit and letter of the
Sutras and the disconsonance of the Sutra interpretations of
the other two schools, May all unbiased scholars listen
to me. >’

Vyasatirtha's critical acumen and encyclopedic range
of scholarship and mastery of the dialetic repertoire and
his amazingly crisp and sententious way of summarising the
adhikarana-sariras (interpretational pattern) of the other
schools with marvellous precision, brevity and faithful-
ness, with absolute fairness and without suppressing any
material evidence, are unparalleled in Sanskrit philosophical
literature on the Vedanta. He enters into the question of
the aptness and relevancy of the Vishayavakyas (passages
on which the Sutras base their discussion) to the wording
of the Sutras, the admissibility of particular objections
(Purvapaksas) raised by the various commentaries and the
maintainability of their Siddhanta in the light of the
internal evidence of the Sutras or their own earlier inter-
pretations of other Sutras, to what extent they are rendered
superfluous by their own earlier interpretations (gatarthata)
or are contradicted by them. The same principles of
criticism are applied to the examination and defence of
Madhva’s own interpretation,

In short, this masterly work of the master-mind of
Vyasatirtha stands unrivalled and unique as a CRITIQUE
of the Brahmasutras and their interpretations by the leading
trio of Bhashyakaras : Samkara, Ramanuja and Madhva,
for all time,
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To our great disappointment, this great work of
Vyasatirtha terminates at the end of the second or Avirodha
Adhyaya of the Sutras. It is difficult to say why he did
not cover the third and the fourth Adhyayas too, in the
same inimitable way. However, the omission has been
made good and the gap filled by his tenth successor on the
Pontificate, Sri Raghunatha Tirtha (circa 1700-55) who is,
for this reason, known as Sesha-Chandrikacharya, Only a
part of his voluminous work upto III.2, adhikarana 12
has been published by the Purnaprajna Vidya Pitha of
Banglore-28.

With such critical apparatus at our disposal, it would
be a great loss to the world of scholarship if the materials
and data so carefully and conscientiously collected and set
out in so orderly and systematic a manner are not utilized
properly and profitably by the present and future genera-
tions of scholars and students of all schools of Vedanta,
interested in the study of Indian Philosophy and Vedanta
Darsana which, for all practical purposes, is the only living
and pulsating system of philosophy in Hinduism today.

Very few in India and abroad can dive deep into
Vyasatirtha’s Tatparya Canditka or the Sesha Tatparya
Candrika in the original Sanskrit, without adequate equip-
ment and erudition. To a very great extent, this serious
handicap of the general student has been removed by the
publication of my exhaustive study of both the Candrika
of Vyasatirtha and the Sesha Tatparya Candrika of his
successor, in English, entitled °* Brakmasutras and Their
Principal Commentaries—A Critical Exposition”’ in three large
volumes, published by the Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
Bombay-7 (total 1816 pages royal 8vo). The text of
Vyasatirtha’s Tatparya Candrika first published with the
commentaries of Raghavendra Tirtha and Pandurangi
Kesavacharya, from Kumbhakonam (1913) is no longer
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available, The Mpysore Government Oriental Library
published a fragment of the Tatparya Candrika (1932-43)
with the commentary of Raghavendra (along with the
Bhashya of Madhva and Jayatirtha’s Tattvaprakasika, which
is also no longer available.

Sri Harati Raghavendra Rao, Retired Tahsildar,
Mysore, who has come forward to bring out a fresh edition
of the text only of the immortal classic of Vyasatirtha is
a devout follower of Sri Vyasaraja. In spite of his failing
health and want of resources, he has taken upon himself
this onerous responsibility out of sheer love and sense of
duty to the memory of Vyasatirtha. His new edition in
book form is sure to be heartily welcomed by all genuine
students and lovers of Vedanta in India and in the West
and the Far East. A4 study of the Taiparya Cuandrika is a must
Jor anyone who really wanis to know at first hand where the Suiras
of Badarayana are intended to lead earnest seekers of iruth and
where lies the heart of the Sruti-Sutra Siddhanta,

Modern Vedantic scholarship has benefited much from
Thibaut’s brief comparative assessment of the Brahmasutra
interpretations of Samkara and Ramanuja. Many still
think that Thibaut has done all that is humanly possible in
this direction, But anyone who goes through even a single
page of Vyasatirtha’s Tatparya Candrika would see for him-
self that Thibaut has hardly gone beyond the f{ringes of the
problem. The reader who goes through the present edition
of Vyasatirtha’s work will see for himself that it is Vyasa-
tirtha who has taken the bull by the horns and given us an
in-depth critical and comparative study of the Bhashyas and
commentaries and glosses of all the three leading schools of
Vedanta on the Brahmasutras, for the first time in the
history of Vedantic thought.

Another attraction to the present edition is the publi-
cation, as an Appendix, of thc Nayamalika or Brahmasutra-
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Bhashya- Adhikarana Nayamalika, a brief metrical summary of
each of the Adhikaranas of the Madhva-Bhashya on the
Sutras, mainly in Sragdhara verses, composed by my great-
grandfather, Cochi Rangappacharya (1820-91) who was
the Asthana Vidwan and Guru of the Cochin Royal family
for over half a century. The original manuscript of this
work, in his own handwriting, has unfortunately become so
brittle and undecipherable beyond the first Pada of Adhyaya
IT that it could not be transcribed and published in full.
A few textual emendations have been made in the transcript
at the suggestion of the late Panditaratna Bannanje
Vadirajacharya of Coimbatore, who was kind enough to
scrutinize the transcript.

Dr. B N. K. Sharma, M.a., ph.p., D.Litt.
Retired Professor of Sanskrit and Ardhamagadhi
Ruparel College, Bombay-16
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